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Application/Control Number: 09/424,686 
Art Unit: 1652 

The application is a 371 of PCT/EP98/03468, filed November 29 1999 The 
prelimina^ amendment filed on November 29, 1999 has been entered. Cla.ms 3-7, 9, 
12 and 13 were amended as requested. v 

Election/Restriction 

Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of .nven tions ; wh.ch 
are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 1 3J . 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.499, applicant is required, in response to this 
action, to elect a single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Group I: claims 1-5, 7, 10, 11 and 13 drawn to catalytically active subunit of 
human telomerase, its encoding DNA, expression vector and a host 
cell for recombinant method of production said unit. 

Group II- claims 6 and 8 drawn to antibodies against catalytically active 
subunit of human telomerase and a method of using said 
antibodies for diagnosis. 

Group III: claim 9 directed to a method of using antibodies for preparing 
medicaments. 

Group IV: claim 12 directed to a screening assay for identifying modulators of 
human telomerase. 

The inventions listed as Groups l-IV do not relate to a single general inventive 

concept i uXpCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or 

corresDondinq special technical features for the following reasons: 

corresponding p ^ ^ ( fe ^ sub t . « 

human tebmerase- the special technical feature of Group II is the antibody against the 
^^nS^subunS of human telomerase. Thus, technical features of Group 
an N ale different The technical feature of group Group III is the same as techmca 
featu e of G oup II but 37 CFR 1.475 does not provide for multiple products or method 
SsS ation, therefore, unity of invention is lacking with regard to Group 
and hi The technical feature of group IV is unknown. For the mentioned reasons 
restriction between Groups l-IV is proper. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Malgorzata A. Walicka, Ph.D., whose telephone number 
fsTo3) 305 7270. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday from 10.00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
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Art Unit: 1652 

If attempts to reach examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ponnathapura Achutamurthy, Ph.D. can be reached on (703) 308-3804. 
The fax number for this Group is (703) 305-3014. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionists whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 



Malgorzata A. Walicka, Ph.D. 
Art Unit 1652 
Patent Examiner 
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